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the rest of the world. "Were it not for the pleasure of speaking ill, there are numbers of people who are too lazy to go out of their own houses, and too ill-natured to open their lips in conversation. It was not a little diverting the other day to observe a lady reading a post letter, and at these words, ' After all her airs, he has heard some story or other, and the match is broke off ', give orders in the midst of her reading, * Put to the horses '. That a young woman of merit has missed an advantageous settlement was news not to be delayed, lest somebody else should liave given her malicious acquaintance that satisfaction before her. The unwillingness to receive good tidings is a quality as inseparable from a scandal-bearer as the readiness to divulge bad. But, alas, how wretchedly low and contemptible is that "state of mind that cannot be pleased but by what is the subject of lamentation! This temper has ever been in the highest degree odious to gallant spirits. The Persian soldier, who was heard reviling Alexander the Great, was well admonished by his officer : * Sir, you are paid to fight against Alexander, and not to rail at him.'
Cicero in one of his pleadingsx, defending his client from general scandal, says very handsomely, and with much reason, * There are many who have particular engagements to the prosecutor; there are many who are known to have ill-will to him for whom I appear; there are many who are naturally addicted to defamation, and envious of any good to any man, who may have contributed to spread reports of this kind : for nothing is so swift as scandal, nothing is more easy sent abroad, nothing received with more welcome, nothing diffuses itself so universally. I shall not desire that if any report to our disadvantage has any ground for it, you would overlook or extenuate it: but if there be anything advanced without a person who can say whence he had it, or which is attested by one who forgot who
1 Oratio pro Cu. Plancio.